
Alternate route in special education. The Provisional (Special Education) License is a nonrenewable 
teaching license issued for a validity period not to exceed three years to an individual employed as a 
special education teacher in a public school or a nonpublic school in Virginia who does not hold the 
appropriate special education endorsement. The Provisional (Special Education) License will be issued 
only with endorsements in special education. The Provisional License is a nonrenewable teaching license 
valid for a period not to exceed three years. This alternate route to special education endorsement is 
not applicable to individuals seeking the Online Teacher License. To be issued the Provisional (Special 
Education) License through this alternate route, an individual shall:  

1. Be employed by a Virginia public or accredited nonpublic school as a special education teacher
and have the recommendation of the employing educational agency;

2. Have earned a baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited college or university;
3. Have an assigned mentor with an active Virginia teaching license with an endorsement in special

education; and
4. Have a planned program of study in the assigned endorsement area, make progress toward

meeting the endorsement requirements each of the three years of the license, and have
completed at least three semester hours of coursework in the competencies of foundations for
educating students with disabilities and have an understanding and application of the legal
aspects and regulatory requirements associated with identification, education, and evaluation of
students with disabilities.

 A survey course integrating these competencies would satisfy this requirement. The Provisional (Special 
Education) License issued through this alternate route shall not be issued without the completion of 
these prerequisites. 
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